
White chrysanthemumé
Before that
Perfect flower
Scissors hesitate

Haiku by Buson(1716-1784)

Translation by Peter Beilenson



Back to the Basics
Conditioning Plant Materials

and Other Fun Tips



Why Conditioning is Important

ÅEvelyn Klumb

ÅProlongs the life of plant material

ÅKeeps flowers looking radiant

ÅShows your artistry at its best

ÅExtends your flower budget



General GuidelinesτPrinciple One

ÅEvelyn Klumb

ÅMaximize water absorption and water maintenance
VFor garden flowers
VCut early AM or near sunset

VCut stems as long as possible and on angle

VPlace in clean water

VLeave as long as possible or overnight

VSplit ends of woody-stemmed flowers or branches
üPlace in hot water 

üLeave as long as possible or overnight

VFor flowers with stems that bleed white milky juices (poinsettias, poppies, euphorbia) 
sear over flame to prevent the latex from blocking water absorption

VRe-cut stems under water to remove air bubbles before placing in arrangements 



Why Cut in the Early Morning?

ÅLinda Pinkham

ÅBest time to cut most flowers 
ÅHigher humidity and cooler temperatures

ÅFlowers are at their peak hydration levels

ÅLƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƴΩǎ rays cause rapid dehydration

ÅBring a bucket of lukewarm water with you so stems can be placed in water 
immediatelyto reduce wilting

ÅTrim at an angle so the stems are able to sit on the bottom while absorbing water

ÅSelect flowers just starting to open so they will have the longest vase life



General GuidelinesτPrinciple Two

ÅEvelyn Klumb

ÅBacteria is not your friend
VMake sure your buckets, containers and hasamiare 

cleanτuse alcohol wipes on blades
VUse soap or liquid bleach and water to clean containers
VRemove all leaves that will be underwater
VTo retard growth of bacteria use one teaspoon per 

quart of water
üVodka or grain alcohol or
üBleach or
üSugar

VAdd water to arrangements daily
üIf water is cloudy add a little liquid bleach with new 

water



Flowers From the Garden or Commercial Source

ÅEvelyn Klumb

ÅCut under water to 
remove air bubbles

ÅKeep in a cool place out 
of drafts

ÅTip:Add ice to water if 
you want to retard 
opening

ÅTip:When arranging, 
take petals off outside 
so the rose blossom is 
perfect



Resources-Books

ÅEvelyn Klumb

ÅTips for Longer Life of Ikebana 
Material

ÅIkebana International, San 
Francisco Bay Area Chapter #31

ÅSearch Ikebana International

Å3rd Edition ςOrder form available



Resources-Books

ÅEvelyn Klumb

ÅTips for Longer Life of Ikebana MaterialτContd.

ÅSearch Ikebana International 



Resources-Books

ÅEvelyn Klumb

ÅThe Art of Conditioning Flowers, 1994

ÅMay be available through the Garden Club of Virginia


