White chrysant hemu
Before that
Perfect flower

Scissors hesitate

Haiku byBuson(17161784)
Translation by PetdBeilenson
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Back to the Basics
Conditioning Plant Materials
and Other Fun Tips



Why Conditioning is Important

AEvelynKlumb
AProlongs the life of plant material
AKeeps flowers looking radiant

AShows your artistry at its be
A Extends your flower budget




General GuidelinesPrinciple One

AEvelyrKlumb

AMaximize water absorption and water maintenance s

V For garden flowers 0
V Cut early AMor near sunset
V Cut stems as long as possible amdangle
V Pace in clean water
V Leave as long as possible or overnight

V Split ends of woodgtemmed flowers or branches
U Place in hot water
U Leave as long as possibleowernight

V For flowers with stems that bleed white milky juices (poinsettias, poppies, euphorbia)
sear over flame to prevent the latex from blocking water absorption

V Recut stems under water to remove air bubbles before placing in arrangengent
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Why Cut in the Early Morning?

ALinda Pinkham

ABesttime to cut mostflowers
A Higher humidityand cooler temperatures
A Howers are atheir peak hydrationlevels
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ABringa bucket of lukewarm watewith you sostems can be placed iwvater
Immediatelyto reduce wilting

ATrim at an angleso the stems are able to sit on thettom while absorbing water
ASelect flowers jusstarting to open so they will have théongest vasdife




General GuidelinesPrinciple Two

AEvelynKlumb

ABacteria is not your friend

V Make sure your buckets, containers artasamiare
clearmt use alcohol wipes on blades

V Use soap or liquid bleach and water to clean contain
V Remove all leaves that will be underwater

V To retard growth of bacteria use one teaspoon per
guart of water

U Vodka or grain alcohol or
U Bleachor
u Sugar
V Add water to arrangements daily

u If water is cloudy add a little liquid bleach with new
water




Flowers From the Garden or Commercial Source

AEvelynKlumb

A Cut under water to
remove air bubbles

AKeep in a cool place out
of drafts

ATip: Add ice towater if
you want to retard
opening

ATip: When arranging,
take petals off outside
so therose blossoms
perfect




Resourcef3ooks

AEvelyrKlumb

ATips for Longer Life of Ikebana
Material

Alkebana International, San
Francisco Bay Area Chapter #31

A Search Ikebana International
A3 Editionc Order form available
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Resourcef3ooks

AEvelynKlumb
ATipsfor Longer Life of Ikebariaterialt Contd.

A Search Ikebana International
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Tips Book

Form for obtaining our Tips Book




Resourcef3ooks

AEvelynKlumb
AThe Art of Conditioning Flowed994
AMay be available through the Garden Club of Virginia

The Art of A
Conditioning Flowers — ®7




